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Old Wilsonians’ Lawn Tennis Club 

Hayes Hill, Hayes, Bromley, Kent, BR2 7HN

Tel: 020 8462 2600

CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – 29 APRIL 2020
Hello everyone
 
Even though we are not able to play tennis at present, I believe we all ought to stay connected, as members of one club.  We need to look after one another, our coaches and our facilities.  And this is a great opportunity to explain things more fully than we all usually have time for – whether it be writing the material or reading it!
First and foremost there is one very important thing I wish to say – on behalf of the entire Committee – and that is “Thank you”.  So many of you have shown tremendous loyalty to the club by renewing your membership at the start of this pandemic. As we said at the time we will make sure everyone gets full value for their subscription. About 80% of all members renewed their memberships – which is truly remarkable. I want to thank you all for putting your faith and trust in us – your commitment to the club is greatly appreciated.
Whilst there is no tennis being played at present, the club is still doing lots behind the scenes so we are ready to start again the moment we have permission from the Government and the LTA.  That might still be a little while away so over the coming weeks I will explain all the things we are doing, as well as our plans and thoughts for the future. And if there is anything particular you want to ask, or would like me to cover in a later note, please just tell me.  I’d like to hear from you.   Please reply to this email and Judith will pass your reply on to me.
At present the things I have in mind for later messages include:

· Wimbledon tickets 2020 and 2021

· Our thinking about the court surfaces

· The improvements we are making and maintenance that is taking place

· What we are doing to get floodlights on the MUGA

· How you can volunteer generally…..

· …..or help with social media and communications via the website

· Matches in national league for juniors and Colts as well as North Kent League for the adults.

I know many of you take lessons with Jake and his coaching team at RAW Tennis. I can reassure you that I am looking after the coaching team, making sure they get the very latest information and advice and are assisted to access all the financial support being offered both by Government and the LTA. We want them to not just survive this hiatus, but for the business to thrive and be in good shape for when normality returns.

I believe the restrictions to which we are all adhering mean many of us have more time at home at present.  That might be a good thing for some people, but perhaps not for everyone. It is worth remembering that all of us who help run the tennis club are volunteers – doing this around our day job and other responsibilities. That means some people are more visible than others – and some are only seen at particular times of each week.  So I thought I would take the opportunity to introduce some of the members of the Committee in greater detail.  You may have seen their names and received emails from them.  But this is a chance to find out a little more.
TIM SKILLICORN 
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Tim is known to many of you as our representative for the Colts & Juniors – a role he took up in 2019. He organises the entries for our teams in the winter and summer National League (previously Aegon Team Tennis). And he supports the parents who act as captains of those teams – a vital role if children are to get the competitive matches they often crave.  Working in tandem with Jake and his coaching team, Tim has overseen some success - winning local divisions of the National League and last winter one of our teams reached the Kent final which had to be postponed at the last minute due to the current restrictions.
Tim grew up in Bromley and after 15 years living in Central London he moved back to Bromley with his partner Liza and young twin boys Seb and Raf to be closer to their parents. Having rekindled his earlier passion for tennis Tim was looking for a tennis club to join. There had been a 10 year gap since he had last played in Greenwich Park. He says he had to completely rebuild his game from the ground up having learned about a new concept - called topspin! 

In early 2016, Tim was introduced to the club through a friend. He came for a few evening hits as a sort of trial or introduction. He loved the relaxed but competitive nature of the sessions. Tim joined as a member of the club shortly after, then the next year Liza joined and Seb and Raf started taking coaching via Jake’s training programme at 5 years old.
Since joining Tim has been captain of the adult men’s 2nd Team and played in the 1st Team. He won the handicap men’s doubles and reached the mixed doubles final last year with Liza.
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MARTIN PARTRIDGE 
Martin has been a committee member for the last two years and he runs the 100 Club. That raises over £700 per year as well as providing a bit of fun for all.

You will find Martin on court around three times each week – he jokingly says to just look for the grey hair and the brightly coloured clothes!

Martin has been married to Karen for 25 years and they have one son, James who is 17. When younger, Martin’s passion was cricket but that took him away from his family for long days so his wife asked him to find another love… He started to play golf and got to just above hacker level, but that took him away from his family for long periods too so his wife asked him to find yet another love…. Tennis!
Martin joined Old Wilsonians’ LTC in 2014.  His son was a junior who had lessons with Jake for three years but he lost interest as he grew up. Through providing the taxi service Martin met Jake and started in the Wednesday night group session – and the rest is history! Martin hopes to re-ignite his son’s enthusiasm for tennis at some stage so James can attempt to thrash his old man.
Martin says he stays at the club mainly because of the people here; we have a great range of abilities and characters that are always a source of fun and enjoyment. 

His professional background is as a solutions architect for a major insurance company in Bromley.  Before that he worked for many years in his family business designing office space. Then in a significant change of direction he took ‘A’ levels in pure and applied maths and then achieved a 1st class honour’s degree in Computer Science at Greenwich University – he says this is very much thanks to a wife who could support him during his studies.

In the photograph, Martin is pictured at Twickenham last year enjoying the rugby. And no! he is NOT the chef!

--- o ---
As Tom & Jerry cartoons always used to say – That’s All Folks!  More next time. Please keep safe, stay at home and avoid this virus if you can. Some members of the tennis club have had it and it is described by them as very nasty.
Until the next note from me, please watch out for further information from the LTA in emails from Judith, and on our website https://www.oldwilsonians.com/tennis
NIGEL JORDAN
CHAIRMAN 
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